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C. If, after review of the referral, the SOC determines the offender meets the criteria for compassionate parole, as 
set forth in this policy and SDCL, the SOC will review other information about the offender, such as the 
offender’s release plan, booking summary, dates, victim information, etc., to determine if the offender is likely 
to pose a detriment to themselves, victims of the offender’s crime(s), or the community if the offender is released 
to compassionate parole. After review of the information and referral, the SOC may deny or refer the offender 
for a compassionate parole hearing.  

 
1. A denial by the SOC to refer an offender to the Board of Pardons and Paroles for compassionate 

parole consideration is final and not subject to the offender grievance process. Offenders are not 
entitled to compassionate parole or consideration for compassionate parole. 

2. Clinical services or the warden may resubmit a referral for an offender to be considered for 
compassionate parole to the SOC any time there is a significant deterioration of the offender’s health 
condition, or a significant increase in the offender’s care requirements.  

 
D. Upon referral of the offender by the SOC, the Board of Pardons and Paroles shall schedule the offender for a 

discretionary compassionate parole hearing with the board immediately upon receipt of referral. 
   
2. Eligibility: 
 

A. Offenders who meet the following criteria may be considered for compassionate parole: 
1. Terminal illness. 
2. Seriously ill and not likely to recover. 
3. Requires extensive medical care or significant chronic medical care. 
4. At least sixty-five (65) years of age, served at least ten (10) consecutive years of his/her sentence 

incarcerated, whose current sentences are for convictions of a Class 3 felony or below, and whose 
medical care needs are at least double the average annual medical cost of the offender population, 
or 

5. Is not serving a capital punishment sentence. 
 

B. If the offender meets the eligibility requirements of a medically indigent person under the provisions of SDCL, 
the offender is not eligible for release on compassionate parole. 

 
C. The offender's release plan must ensure the offender's health care expenses will be paid, either by the offender 

or a third-party payer, which shall include Medicare, Medicaid, Indian Health Service (IHS), veteran's 
assistance, or private insurance. 

 
D. An offender is ineligible for compassionate parole once he/she reaches their parole eligibility date, pursuant to 

SDCL, or initial parole date. However, if an offender previously referred by the secretary for compassionate 
parole continues to meet the eligibility criteria for compassionate parole consideration, Parole Board 
consideration factors, and SDCL shall be considered in any subsequent discretionary parole release decision. 

 
E. If, at any time, the offender no longer meets the criteria for compassionate parole, as set forth in this policy, the  

warden shall notify the SOC. The SOC may remove the offender from compassionate parole consideration. 
1. If the SOC no longer recommends the offender be considered, the offender shall be removed from 

compassionate parole consideration and any scheduled compassionate parole hearing will be 
canceled.  

a. An offender removed from compassionate parole consideration is subject to applicable parole 
provisions. 

 
F. Offenders released on compassionate parole, who are compliant with the terms of their supervision, as 

determined by Parole Services, who no longer meet the criteria for compassionate release, are not subject to 
revocation of their release to compassionate parole for no longer meeting the criteria.  
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G. Nothing in SDCL or its application may be the basis for establishing a constitutionally protected liberty, 
property, or due process interest in any offender. An offender is not entitled to compassionate parole or to be 
considered for compassionate parole. Compassionate parole may be recommended by the SOC and granted by 
the board if, in the judgement of the SOC and the board, the offender meets the eligibility criteria for 
compassionate parole and their release is unlikely to pose a detriment to the offender, victim(s), or the 
community. The decision of the board is final and not subject to appeal by the offender. 

 
H. Nothing in this policy or SDCL or its application, impacts the ability of the SOC to place an offender on 

extension of confinement, or to place an offender on extension of confinement pending release to compassionate 
parole or consideration for compassionate parole.  

 
3. Supervision and Revocation: 
 

A. An offender granted compassionate parole is subject to the provisions of SDCL, including the provisions related 
to supervision, early final discharge, and revocation of parole, so far as those provisions are consistent with 
SDCL. 

 
B. Any offender released on compassionate parole shall be compliant with medical care and maintain 

responsibility for health care expenses through self-pay or third-party payer. 
 

C. An offender on parole through a compassionate parole release is ineligible for earned discharge credits. 
 

D. If an offender on compassionate parole release has their parole revoked, a subsequent consideration of 
compassionate parole by the Board on the offender’s same sentence requires a new referral from the SOC.  

 
E. When a parolee on compassionate parole release reaches their initial parole date or their parole eligibility date, 

and is paroled, the parolee is subject to all conditions of their parole, as set by the supervising parole agent. 
 
V. RESPONSIBILITY  
The director of Parole and deputy secretary of corrections are responsible for the annual review and revision of this 
policy. 
  
VI. AUTHORITY 
A. SDCL § Chapter 24-13 Board of Pardons and Paroles. 
B. SDCL § Chapter 24-15 Paroles From State Correctional Facilities. 
C. SDCL § Chapter 24-15A Adult State Correctional Parole System. 
D. SDCL § Chapter 28-13 County Poor Relief. 
E. SDCL § 24-2-25 Extension of confinement limits to permit visits to designated places. 
F. SDCL § 24-15-5 Time of eligibility for parole.  
G. SDCL § 24-15A-32 Department's establishment of initial parole date--Calculation of parole date--Certain 

crimes deemed violent for purposes of parole--Minimum time to be served--Parole eligibility. 
H. SDCL § 24-15A-55 Eligibility for compassionate parole.  
I. SDCL § 24-15A-56 Referral for compassionate parole hearing. 
J. SDCL § 24-15A-57 Factors for consideration in determining grant or denial of compassionate parole. 
K. SDCL § 24-15A-58 Release plan to ensure health care expenses will be paid by inmate or third party 

payer. 
L. SDCL § 24-15A-59 Grant or denial of compassionate parole--Reconsideration--Removal from 

consideration. 
M. SDCL § 24-15A-60 Inmate who reaches parole eligibility date or initial parole date not eligible for 

compassionate parole. 
N. SDCL § 24-15A-61 Inmate granted compassionate parole subject to statutory requirements. 
O. SDCL § 24-15A-62 Due process interest in compassionate parole not created--Decision of board final. 
P. SDCL § 24-15A-63 Extended confinement.  
Q. SDCL § 24-15A-65 Inmate on compassionate parole ineligible for earned discharge credits.  

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/24-13
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/24-15
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/24-15A
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/28-13
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes?Statute=24-2-25
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15-5
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes?Statute=24-15A-32
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-55
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-56
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-57
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-58
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-59
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-60
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-61
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-62
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-63
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-65


SECTION SUBJECT DOC POLICY Page 4 of 4 
Parole Services Offender Compassionate Parole 1400-10 Effective: 

04/01/2024 
 
R. SDCL § 24-15A-66 Effect of revocation of compassionate parole. 
S. SDCL § 24-15A-67 Conditions of compassionate parole.  
T. SDCL § 24-15A-68 Compassionate parole requirements not applicable to paroled inmate who reached 

initial parole date or parole eligibility date. 
 
VII. HISTORY  
April 2024 
May 2022 
July 2019 
June 2018:  New policy 
 
ATTACHMENTS (*Indicates document opens externally) 
1. Compassionate Parole Referral Form* 
2. DOC Policy Implementation / Adjustments  

 

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-66
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-67
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-68
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COMPASSIONATE PAROLE REFERRAL FORM 
 

Offender Name:                    Offender Number:                        

Date Of Birth & Age:                         

Reason(S) For Referral:  ☐  Terminal Illness   ☐ Seriously Ill/Not Likely To Recover   

 ☐   Requires Extensive Medical Care/Chronic Care Services.  

 ☐   Is at least sixty-five (65) years of age or older, has served at least ten (10) consecutive years of sentence 
incarcerated – current sentences are class 3 felony or below, and medical care needs are at least double the average 
annual medical costs of offender population. (if using this criterion, please fill below). 
 
Conviction(s):                                                                                       
Admission date & consecutive years served:                                                                      
Current average cost for offender medical care:  
 
☐  This offender is at least seventy (70) years of age, has served at least thirty (30) consecutive years of the offender’s 
sentence incarcerated. 

Admission date & consecutive years served:                                                                      
  
☒ Is not serving a capital punishment sentence. 

Medical Considerations: 
 

Condition(S)/Diagnosis:   

Cost:   

Incapacitation:   

Prognosis:   

Care Needs:    
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Warden’s Referral/Supplemental Information: 

Offender Crime(S) & Class of Crime(S):      

Sentence: 

Offender Admission Date: 

Consecutive Years Incarcerated: 

Warden/ (or Designee) Referral Comments: 

 

Information Submitted By: 

DOC Staff: 

Date: 

Warden:                

Date: 


	1400-01 [1.5.F.06] Withholding of Parole Eligibility for Sex Offenders (01.01.2024)
	I. POLICY
	II. PURPOSE
	III. DEFINITIONS
	IV. PROCEDURES
	1. Applicability:
	A. Offenders who are parole eligible and have a past or current sex offense conviction may have their parole eligibility withheld.
	B. Only an offender whose date of qualifying offense(s) occurred on or after July 1, 2006, may have his/her parole eligibility withheld.
	C. An offender is not required to be serving a current sentence for a sex offense conviction to be subject to these provisions.
	D. An offender with multiple sentences may only have parole eligibility withheld on those sentences that are consistent with SDCL §24-15A-32.1, as set forth by this policy.
	E. An offender’s parole eligibility may be withheld if the offender is past his/her initial parole date, provided the offender has not discharged the sentence(s) being considered for withholding.

	2. Recommendation to the Warden and Warden’s Review:
	A. Sex Offender Management Program (SOMP) staff will notify the respective warden if sufficient cause exists to support the offender is at risk of re-offending if released.
	B. Following receipt of SOMP staff’s recommendation, the warden will review the offender’s institutional history, current treatment status, psycho-sexual assessment and evidence supporting the offender’s risk of re-offending and danger to the public a...
	C. A new or revised recommendation can be made by SOMP staff to the respective warden if any of the following occurs:

	3. Notice to the Chairman of the Parole Board and Hearing Results:
	A. If the warden supports withholding the offender’s parole, the completed Notification for Warden Review Form will be sent to the chairman of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, SOMP staff, the risk reduction manager, and Offender Services.
	B. The offender will be forwarded a copy.
	C. The Board will schedule a hearing to consider the facts and recommendation. The offender, warden, SOMP staff, risk reduction manager, and offender services will be provided notice of the Board’s decision.
	D. If the offender’s parole is withheld by the Board, the risk reduction manager will confirm the offender is assigned to Level 3 System Risk. The outcome of the Board’s decision will be noted in the offender’s High Risk Release packet (see DOC policy...


	V. RESPONSIBILITY
	VI. Authority
	VII. History
	ATTACHMENTS (*Indicates document opens externally)

	1400-02 [1.5.F.07] Extension of Confinement (04.15.2024)
	I. POLICY
	II. PURPOSE
	III. DEFINITIONS
	Extension of Confinement Release:

	IV. PROCEDURES
	1. Authority:
	A. The warden may recommend to the director of Prisons, or designee, that an offender be released from custody and placed in the community to serve a portion of his/her sentence.
	B. All extensions of confinement releases are approved on an individual, case-by-case basis by the secretary of corrections (SOC).
	C. Offenders released to extension of confinement are required to reside at a private residence or an approved residential or medical facility.
	D. No offender has any right or expectation to be housed in any particular facility, participate in any specific program, or receive any specific service. Offenders are subject to transfer from a facility, program, or service at the discretion of the ...
	E. Neither this policy nor its application may be the basis for establishing a constitutionally protected liberty, property, or due process interest in any offender.

	2. Referral:
	A. The SOC may consider the referral of an offender for EC.
	B. All referrals will be forwarded to the warden or designee for review once supplemental information has been gathered. Information compiled will include but not be limited to:
	C. Clinical services staff will be notified by unit staff of those offenders who have been identified for potential release to extension of confinement.
	D. Each case will be reviewed on an individual basis.
	E. If the warden approves the referral for EC, the referral and supporting information will be forwarded to the director of Prisons and the deputy secretary of corrections for review and discussion before forwarding on to the SOC.
	F. The SOC Has final authority to approve EC based on review of the supporting information.
	G. If EC is approved, staff will follow the same processes that apply to offender releases from custody to parole supervision and work with the offender to prepare him/her for transition to the community.
	H. If the referral is denied at any point in the process, designated unit staff will be notified of the denial and generate a case note documenting the offender was considered but denied.

	3. Supervision:
	A. All offenders releasing to extension of confinement will be supervised by a parole agent. Offenders who agree to the provisions and requirements that apply to releases to extension of confinement, also agree to be placed in the community under paro...
	B. Offenders released to extension of confinement will be supervised at a supervision level determined by the Community Risk Assessment/Re-Assessment.

	4. Placement on GPS:
	A. Offenders on extension of confinement are required to be on global positioning system (GPS) at the discretion of the SOC.
	B. The offender is required to review and sign the Enhanced Monitoring Agreement  (see DOC policy 1400-08 –GPS and Sobriety Monitoring) before releasing to extension of confinement. The offender’s case manager will explain the contents of the agreemen...

	5. Response to Confirmed Escape:
	A. Upon confirmation by the parole agent an offender has escaped, he/she will immediately contact a regional supervisor and the facility officer in charge (OIC). OIC staff will initiate the procedures defined on the facility’s escape checklist (found ...
	B. Facility control staff will move the offender to “escape” in COMS.

	6. Violation Sanction Scale:
	A. The supervising parole agent will address violations of the conditions contained within the Extension of Confinement Agreement through application of the Extension of Confinement Violation Severity Scale. If the parole agent intends to issue a sanc...
	B. The supervising parole agent has authority to issue a violation report for an offender’s failure to abide by certain conditions of extension of confinement, including all applicable agreements to abide by the conditions of the release. A violation ...

	7. Accounts, Financial Accountability, and Gate Money:
	A. Offenders approved for release to extension of confinement will be provided suitable clothing upon release, not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100.00) in actual cost. Offenders may have dress-out clothing sent to the facility up to two (2) weeks p...
	B. Extension of confinement offenders will be issued travel money, not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00), if such funds were not provided to the offender previously, in accordance with SDCL and DOC policy. Transportation arrangements shall be approved ...
	C. Offenders released to extension of confinement will have all sub accounts within the DOC offender banking system (OBS) closed. Offenders are responsible for managing their own finances while on extension of confinement and are permitted to open a p...

	8. Count:
	A. Offenders released to extension of confinement will be placed on TAP/Off Count.
	B. Upon transfer to extension of confinement, the community booking will be opened as an “Extension of Confinement Release”. The offender will be assigned to a parole agent’s caseload and included in the parole count.
	C. Upon return of an extension of confinement offender to DOC custody, the offender will be immediately placed on the institutional count.
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	1400-03 [1.5.G.01] Parole Financial Obigations and Supervision Fees (10.01.2023)
	I. POLICY
	II. PURPOSE
	III. DEFINITIONS
	Court-Ordered Obligations:
	Supervision Fees:

	IV. PROCEDURES
	1. Determining an Offender’s Financial Plan:
	A. An offender’s initial financial obligations, including restitution and court ordered fees, is reviewed during admission and orientation (A&O) and at the offender’s annual classification.
	B. When an offender is released to parole, Parole staff will utilize E-Courts and the financial screens in COMS to determine amounts owed by an offender.
	C. Parole staff will review financial obligations, including supervision fees, with the offender during the pre-release meeting or during the initial office visit once the offender has been released to parole.

	2. Completing the Financial Obligation Directive:
	A. If it is determined that an offender has one (1) or more financial obligations, the parole agent and offender will complete the Financial Obligation Directive (see attachment #2) during the pre-release meeting or initial office visit.
	B. Parole agents will review the completed Financial Obligation Directive with the offender at least annually, or when there is any significant change in the offender’s financial situation (means of support/income increases/decreases, medical or other...
	C. Upon a change in an offender’s financial situation, parole agents may complete new Financial Obligation Directive (if necessary) and will send the new agreements to the respective state’s attorneys and victims (who have requested such information).
	D. Parole staff will send a copy of a parolee’s Financial Obligation Directive to each identified county’s state’s attorneys’ office if payment information is requested.
	E. Pursuant to SDCL § 23A-28-6, parole agents will send a copy of a parolee’s Financial Obligation Directive to identified victims who have requested such information.

	3. Collection of Financial Obligation(s):
	A. Pursuant to SDCL §§ 24-15-11 and 24-15A-24, the Parole Division will prioritize the collection of financial obligations in the following manner:
	B. Every parolee with an identified financial obligation will be required to make a minimum monthly payment of twenty-five dollars and zero cents ($25.00) toward each county for which the offender owes a financial obligation.
	C. All payments submitted by parolees will be in the form of a money order or cashier’s check.
	D. Pursuant to ARSD 17:61:01:10, parolees will be required to submit proof of payment to the supervising parole agent for each payment made toward an identified financial obligation.
	E. Pursuant to SDCL § 23A-47-2, after a parolee discharges his/her sentence(s), any outstanding obligations will be transferred to the Administrative Financial Accountability System (AFAS) and he/she will be required to continue to make payments until...

	4. Payment and Collection of Supervision Fees:
	A. Offenders released from a South Dakota DOC facility or via the Interstate Compact under the supervision of the Parole Division (see ARSD 17:61:01:01) will be required to pay a monthly, non-refundable supervision fee, pursuant to ARSD 17:61:01:12, a...
	B. All supervision fees will be due on the first (1st) working day of each month, made payable no later than the fifth (5th) calendar day of each month.
	C. Parole agents, with the regional supervisor’s approval, may waive a parolee’s supervision fee in cases where it is warranted.

	5. Failure to Pay Financial Obligations and Supervision Fees:
	A. Parole agents may impose disciplinary actions or sanctions in accordance with DOC Policy (see 1400-05 – Parole-Response to Violations) when parolees violate the conditions of their supervision agreement by failing to pay supervision fees and/or oth...

	6. Interstate Compact Application Fee:
	A. Any person who requests a transfer of parole supervision from South Dakota to another state in accordance with Interstate Compact rules will be required to pay an application fee before the application can be processed by the deputy compact adminis...

	7. Costs Incurred Due to Absconding and/or Revocation:
	A. Parolees that violate and/or abscond parole supervision will be charged any and all costs associated with their physical return to a SD DOC facility (see DOC Policy 600-02 – Offender Accounts and Financial Responsibility). Costs associated with suc...

	8. Requests for Waiver of Supervision Fees:
	A. Offenders charged for supervision fees may have the fee waived or reduced by the supervising parole agent, with approval from the regional supervisor, for serious medical issues/treatment, unemployment, changes in income, or other conditions that a...
	B. The supervising parole agent may negotiate and accept partial fees or payments from the offender. These will be tracked through COMS.

	9. Community Service:
	A. The supervising parole agent may approve or direct the parolee to perform approved community service in lieu of a payment or partial payments of supervision fees (see SDCL §§ 24-15A-48 and 24-15-11.1).
	B. The supervising agent will certify hours worked by the parolee in lieu of supervision fees through appropriate means.


	V. RESPONSIBILITY
	VI. Authority
	C. SDCL §§ 16-22-1, 2-15-11, 24-15-11.1, 24-15-11.3, 24-15A-24, 24-15A-48, 24-16A, 24-16A-1.

	VII. History
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	1400-04 [1.5.G.04] Parole - Community Risk Assessment and Supervision of Offenders (10.01.2023)
	I. POLICY
	II. PURPOSE
	III. DEFINITIONS
	Administrative Contact:
	Approved Result:
	Calculated Result:
	Case Plan - Parole
	Collateral Contact:
	Criminogenic Risks/Needs:
	Dynamic Factors/Needs:
	Override Result:
	Parole Agent:
	Parolee:
	Personal Contact:
	Random Contact:
	Static Factors/Needs:

	IV. PROCEDURES
	1. Community Risk Assessment/Re-Assessment Fundamentals:
	A. The main purpose of the Community Risk/Needs Assessment and Community Risk Re-Assessment is to establish an assessed risk score to offenders on supervision, which can be used to focus supervision resources. Offenders are assigned an assessed risk l...
	B. The Community Risk/Needs Assessment and Community Risk Re-Assessment combine the static factors of an offender’s criminal history and behavior with his/her dynamic factors/needs.

	2. Criteria for Parole Classification:
	A. Each offender’s parole supervision level will be determined through:
	B. The final Initial Community Risk/Needs Assessment will be completed by the parole agent following or just prior to the offender’s release to parole/suspended sentence.
	C. An offender who does not have an Initial Community Risk/Needs Assessment completed prior to release to supervision; (e.g.,  an offender from another state paroling to South Dakota), will be supervised at a maximum supervision level until the approp...

	3. Scoring the Community Risk Assessment/Related Supervision Level:
	A. The Initial Community Risk/Needs Assessment scoring will be applied as follows:
	B. The Community Risk/Needs Reassessments scoring will be applied as follows:
	C. An Approved Result will be established after a Community Risk Assessment/Re-Assessment is completed and all mandatory and discretionary administrative risk factors, along with the appropriate approvals (if required), applied in accordance with this...

	4. Administrative Risk Factors – Mandatory and Discretionary:
	A. Mandatory Risk Factors:
	B. Discretionary Risk Factors:
	C. The placement on or removal of Discretionary Risk Factors requires the approval of the regional supervisor.

	5. Contact Standards Based on the Supervision Level:
	A. Intensive Supervision:  A minimum of one (1) personal contact per week, one (1) collateral contact per week and one (1) random contact each thirty (30) day period (See ARSD § 17:61:02:18).
	B. Maximum Supervision:  A minimum of two (2) personal contacts and one (1) collateral contact each thirty (30) day period (See ARSD § 17:61:02:08).
	C. Medium Supervision:  A minimum of one (1) personal contact and one (1) collateral contact each thirty (30) day period (See ARSD § 17:61:02:09).
	D. Minimum Supervision:  A minimum of one (1) personal contact and one (1) collateral contact each sixty (60) day period (See ARSD § 17:61:02:10).
	E. Indirect Supervision:  One (1) monthly report submitted from the offender to the parole agent either in person or by mail. No personal contact or collateral contact is required with indirect supervision (See ARSD § 17:61:02:19).
	F. Contact standards are only minimum supervision standards. The number of contacts may exceed the requirements, based upon individual offender circumstances.
	G. Offenders on intensive supervision may be allowed to reside outside the immediate location of their respective parole agent’s office.

	6. Case Planning:
	A. Institutional case managers will provide offenders who have an approved release plan an Initial Case Planning Worksheet (see attachment #1). The institutional case manager will upload the completed worksheet into COMS so the assigned agent has acce...
	B. Parole agents will continue to update case plans in response to the parolee’s behavior on supervision.

	7. Drug Testing Requirements:
	A. Parolees releasing at intensive or maximum supervision level who are serving time for a drug conviction on the active booking will be drug tested monthly for at least the first three (3) months of supervision.

	8. Random Visits:
	A. Parole agents are encouraged to obtain assistance from another parole agent or law enforcement if the agent identifies high risk indicators, i.e., offender behavior, situational risk, etc.
	B. Random contacts are required with intensive supervision level offenders.
	C. Additional unannounced compliance checks will be completed after normal business hours. These  checks are to ensure compliance with the supervision agreement.

	9. Overview - Community Risk/Needs Assessment:
	A. Community Risk/Needs Assessment combines static factors of an offender’s criminal history and behavior with ratings of “needs” to determine levels of supervision while under parole supervision. All factors considered to determine the approved resul...
	B. INITIAL COMMUNITY RISK/NEEDS INSTRUCTIONS - The information necessary to complete the Initial Community Risk/Needs Assessment is auto populated by COMS. The Risk Assessment portion of the initial assessment concentrates on the offender’s behavior w...
	C. Scoring the Initial Community Risk Assessment (CRA)

	10. Administrative Risk Factors – Mandatory:
	A. Sex Offender Behavior Risk Factor - Offenders assessed as having a sexual behavior problem but determined as not in need of Special Treatment of Perpetrators (STOP) treatment or those who have been determined (at any time while on supervision) by a...
	B. The system will automatically identify those offenders with sexual behavior issues and distinguish when treatment is recommended based on the information entered into COMS by sex offender management program (SOMP) staff.
	C. The system will automatically identify those offenders with sexual behavior issues and distinguish when treatment is recommended based on the information entered into COMS by SOMP staff as follows:

	11. Administrative Risk Factors – Discretionary:
	A. Mitigating Risk Factors - Mitigating risk information may be used by case managers/parole agents to lower an offender’s final risk level below what is indicated by the Calculate Score. Justification of mitigating risk information must be documented...
	B. Additional Risk Factors - Additional Risk information may be used to raise an offender’s final supervision level above what is indicated by the Calculated Score. Justification of additional risk must be documented, and specific circumstance listed ...

	12. Approval:
	A. Parole agent – If no discretionary administrative risk is applied or removed.
	B. Regional supervisor – regional supervisor must approve lowering or raising the Approved Result one (1) level above or below the Calculated Result or Override Result.
	C. Director of Parole Services or associate director of field services – regional supervisor and executive director of Parole Services or director of field services must approve lowering or raising the Approved Result more than one (1) level above or ...

	13. Scoring the Community Risk Re-Assessment (CRR):
	A. While the initial assessment considers the offender’s status and history prior to admission to supervision, the reassessment focuses on behavior during supervision. The reassessment serves as a mechanism for observing changes in the offender’s beha...
	B. Risk Reassessment:
	C. Assessed Risk Score: Total the 7 items under the previous section (automatically calculated by COMS)
	D. Actual Risk Behavior/Needs Assessment: The actual Risk Behavior/Needs Assessment is composed of five (5) scoring categories which demonstrate a strong statistical relation to offender recidivism. By combining a Needs Assessment to the Risk Assessme...
	E. Assessed actual risk behavior/needs score: Total the previous five (5) sections together (automatically calculated in COMS).
	F. Calculated Result: Add the total risk score with the actual risk behavior/needs score (automatically calculated in COMS).

	14. Administrative Risk Factors – Mandatory:
	A. Sex Offender Behavior Risk Factor - Offenders assessed as having a sexual behavior problem but determined as not in need of STOP treatment or those who have been determined (at any time while on supervision) by an approved sex offender treatment pr...

	15. Administrative Risk Factors – Discretionary:
	A. Mitigating Risk Factors - Mitigating risk information may be used by case managers/parole agents to lower an offender’s final risk level below what is indicated by the Calculated Score. Justification of mitigating risk information must be documente...
	B. Additional Risk Factors - Additional Risk information may be used to raise an offender’s final supervision level above what is indicated by the Calculated Score. Justification of additional risk must be documented, and specific circumstance listed ...

	16. Approval:
	A. Parole agent – If no discretionary administrative risk is applied or removed.
	B. Regional supervisor – regional supervisor must approve lowering or raising the Approved Result one (1) level above or below the Calculated Result or Override Result.
	C. The director of Parole Services or designee must approve lowering or raising the Approved Result more than one (1) level above or below the Calculated or Override Result; (e.g., lowering from Maximum supervision to Minimum supervision).


	V. RESPONSIBILITY
	VI. Authority
	A. SDCL §§ 22-24B-1, 24-15-14, 24-16
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	1400-05 [1.5.G.06] Parole Response to Violations (03.15.2024)
	I. POLICY
	II. PURPOSE
	III. DEFINITIONS
	Containment Plan:
	Felony Offense(s) with the Presumption of Probation - Class 5 and 6:
	Policy Driven Response (PDR):
	Sanction:
	Violation:

	IV. PROCEDURES
	1. Violation Severity Scale:
	A. The Response to Violation (RTV) Parole Violation Severity Scale will be used to determine the applicable severity category of a violation committed by an offender (see section in this policy).
	B. If a violation by an offender is not included on the RTV Parole Violation Sanction Scale,  the parole agent will staff the case with his/her regional supervisor to determine if a formal response is necessary, and if applicable, the appropriate sanc...
	C. If a violation by an offender calls for a “VS” response, the case will be staffed to determine if the supervising parole agent should pursue a revocation or continue supervision with a sanction(s) or restrictions imposed by the agent.
	D. For the purposes of this policy, “committing a new felony offense” (all Classes listed) or “committing a new misdemeanor offense” (all Classes listed) from the RTV Parole Violation Severity Scale means the parolee was arrested by a jurisdiction oth...
	E. For the purposes of this policy, “Conviction on a New Felony Offense” (all Classes listed) or “Conviction on a New Misdemeanor Offense” (all Classes listed) from the RTV Parole Violation Severity Scale (See Section 6) means an offender has been con...

	2. Violation Sanction Scale:
	A. The table in the RTV Parole Violation Sanction Scale (see section in this policy) will be used to determine the appropriate sanction(s) to impose within each severity level after an offender has committed a violation.
	B. The RTV Parole Violation Sanction Descriptions (see section in this policy) provide detailed information regarding each specific sanction.

	3. Parole Agent Response to Violations:
	A. If the supervising parole agent determines the offender has committed a violation, the parole agent will refer to the RTV Parole Violation Severity Scale (see section in this policy) and determine the appropriate severity category.
	B. Once a parole agent determines the appropriate severity category, the parole agent will select a sanction(s) from the corresponding response range of the RTV Parole Violation Sanction Scale to impose on the offender. Consideration will be given to ...
	C. The parole agent will utilize Cognitive Behavioral Therapy techniques to address the offender’s thought processes that led to the violation and any antisocial behaviors.
	D. The parole agent may consult with his/her regional supervisor or associate director of field operations prior to imposing a sanction.
	E. Jail/detention is a sanction that is listed in the "High" response range of the RTV Parole Violation Sanction Scale.
	F. Offenders who receive a Policy Driven Response (PDR) will not be eligible for Earned Discharge Credits that month in accordance with SDCL.
	G. Generally, the least burdensome sanction(s) to the violation will be applied.

	4. Policy Driven Response:
	A. After the parole agent has selected a sanction, (unless revocation is being sought, or an informal response is indicated and selected), the parole agent will complete a Policy Driven Response (see attachment #2).
	B. Should the offender deny the behavior or not agree with the sanction, the offender may be brought before the Board of Pardons and Paroles to determine if a violation of the supervision agreement occurred.
	C. Once a violation has been resolved, either informally or by the successful completion of the sanction imposed, the violation will normally not be cited as the primary reason for revocation at a later date. However, the violation may be utilized as ...
	D. The parole agent will document all violations committed by the offender and any/all corresponding responses/sanctions.

	5. Revocation Recommended by the Parole Agent:
	A. If parole revocation is recommended by the parole agent, the revocation process will be initiated pursuant to Parole Board policy.
	B. If the regional supervisor does not concur with the recommendation for violation, the regional supervisor will determine the appropriate intervention, with input from the parole agent, associate director of field operations, and/or director of Parole.

	6. RTV Parole Violation Severity Scale
	A. If the violation is not included in this table, the case should be staffed by the area supervisor to determine the appropriate severity level.

	7. RTV Parole Violation Sanction Scale
	8. RTV Parole Violation Sanction Descriptions:
	9. Class 5 & 6 Felony Convictions NOT Eligible for Presumptive Probation
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	1400-06 [1.5.G.08] Parole - Detain and Arrest on Violation (02.01.2024)
	I. POLICY
	II. PURPOSE
	III. DEFINITIONS
	Detainer:
	Supervision Agreement:
	Violation Report:

	IV. PROCEDURES
	1. General Guidelines for Detainers/Detention:
	A. Parole staff may detain a parolee under one (1) or more of the following conditions:
	B. Reporting arrests and detention to the associate director of field services:
	C. When a detainer is issued, the supervising agent will add a “Detained by Agent” alert in COMS to include the date of the agent’s detainer.

	2. Violation Reports:
	A. When a parolee is determined to have violated his/her supervision agreement, and an alternative sanction is not deemed appropriate, the supervising parole agent will save the violation report in COMS and notify the regional supervisor to complete a...

	3. Warrant of Arrest:
	A. All decisions involving warrants shall be authorized by the chair of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, or another appointed board member, to the executive director.
	B. Only the chairman of the board or designee has the authority to authorize a warrant of arrest for a parolee.
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	1400-07 [1.5.G.09] Parole - Preliminary Hearings (04.15.2024)
	I. POLICY
	II. PURPOSE
	III. DEFINITIONS
	Constitutional Rights/Preliminary Hearing Notice/Waiver:
	Dispositional Meeting:
	Preliminary Hearing Findings:

	IV. PROCEDURES
	1. Procedural Rights Regarding the Preliminary Hearing:
	A. Subject to the provisions of SDCL, a preliminary hearing, if required, will be held within ten (10) working days of the arrest of the parolee. The preliminary hearing may be postponed for good cause upon the request and agreement of the preliminary...
	B. If the offender is entitled to a preliminary hearing and does not waive his/her right to said hearing, the serving Agent/Staff will contact the hearing officer to establish a date and time for the hearing. That information will be noted on the Cons...
	C. The preliminary hearing officer can recommend to the Parole Board the parolee’s return to state correctional facility  or continued placement in custody, only when probable cause is found to exist that the parolee did violate the terms or condition...

	2. Preliminary Hearing Officer Selection and Responsibilities:
	A. The Director of Parole appoints impartial hearing officers to conduct preliminary hearings for Parole Services. Training will be provided by the director of parole and DOC attorney so that the hearing officer has the knowledge, skills, and abilitie...
	B. The hearing officer will conduct the hearing and make findings as to whether there are reasonable grounds to believe that the parolee violated the terms of his/her community supervision agreement. The hearing officer will be responsible for:
	C. The hearing officer will ensure the preliminary hearing is digitally recorded.
	D. The hearing officer will ensure the proper updating of the data system to reflect the outcome and results of the hearing.
	E. The hearing officer will issue a Preliminary Hearing Findings report detailing their findings and the decision resulting from those findings. The report shall be provided to the parolee and to the Board of Pardons and Paroles within ten (10) days f...

	3. Parolees on Interstate Compact:
	A. Courtesy hearings will be held for any out-of-state parolee under interstate compact supervision in South Dakota pending revocation and return to the sending state.
	B. All rights and procedures outlined in this policy will be afforded to a parolee on interstate compact who is accused of a violation.
	C. The hearing officer will coordinate all reports with the Deputy Interstate Compact Administrator.
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	1400-08 [1.5.G.10] Parole-GPS and Sobriety Monitoring (11.01.2023)
	I. POLICY
	II. PURPOSE
	III. DEFINITIONS
	Exclusion Zone:
	Global Position System (GPS):
	Psychosexual Report:

	IV. PROCEDURES
	1. Placement of  Offenders on GPS:
	A. Staff will review the following factors when considering placement of an offender  on GPS:
	B. GPS monitoring can also be authorized for the following reasons:
	C. If the determination is made to place an offender on GPS prior to release, the requirement for placement on GPS will be included in the offender’s Standard Supervision Agreement (see DOC policy 1400-05 – Parole Services Response to Violations).
	D. The offender will complete and abide by the Enhanced Monitoring Agreement (see attachment #1).

	2. Agent Responsibilities for Offenders on GPS:
	A. Parole agents will utilize the GPS vendor’s database to track and monitor offenders on GPS.
	B. Parole agents will review GPS information on the vendor’s database weekly to monitor offender whereabouts. All reviews will be placed in COMS.
	C. The vendor will notify the parole agent of the following critical events, normally within five minutes of the event occurring, but no later than fifteen (15) minutes. Parole agents will respond to the listed critical events by confirming the critic...
	D. The vendor will make the following notifications for the below listed battery events: :
	E. Parole agents will clear all alerts once action has been applied in the GPS vendor’s database by the end of the business day after receiving the alert notification.
	F. Any violation of GPS requirements (failure to charge, zone violations, tampers, etc.) may be addressed via a Parole Services Policy Driven Response (see DOC policy 1400-05 – Parole Services Response to Violations). All violations will be documented...

	3. Authorized Removal of GPS Monitoring Devices:
	A. Offenders ordered to GPS or electronic monitoring by the parole agent may only be removed from monitoring after recommendation from the parole agent and approval from the supervisor. The agent and supervisor will consider the following:
	B. Offenders ordered to GPS or electronic monitoring by the Board of Pardons and Paroles may be removed from monitoring at the direction of the South Dakota Board of Pardons and Paroles.
	C. The supervising parole agent will terminate the GPS or electronic monitoring alert in COMS.

	4. Funding for GPS and Electronic Monitoring:
	A. Offenders placed on GPS or electronic monitoring are responsible for the payment of the established amount for the service.
	B. The parole agent and/or sex offender management program (SOMP) may make exceptions to the payment requirements at the request of the offender if the offender is deemed indigent.
	C. The parole staff will create the obligation in COMS and enter the total amount the offender will owe for the time period assigned to GPS or electronic monitoring based on the established amount.

	5. Placement on a Sobriety Monitoring Program:
	A. Sobriety monitoring programs (SCRAM, 24/7, RBD, drug patch, etc.) may be authorized by the offender’s parole agent for the following reasons:
	B. The parole agent will make arrangements with the sobriety monitoring provider to ensure the method of monitoring is confirmed and prepared for the offender to start the program.
	C. The offender will complete and abide by the Enhanced Monitoring Agreement and/or other agreements based on the sobriety monitoring program.

	6. Parole Agent Responsibilities for Supervising Sobriety Monitoring Programs:
	A. Parole agents will attempt to use the 24/7 sobriety monitoring programs to help monitor and support the skills and material taught through chemical dependency treatment and/or behavioral treatment programs.
	B. 24/7 sobriety monitoring programs may be used as a response to drug use via agent directive or a formal response through a policy driven response even if the offender is not actively participating in chemical dependency treatment and/or behavioral ...
	C. The parole agent may issue a policy driven response resulting in a formal sanction, to the offender for failing to abide by the monitoring program’s rules, failing to submit sobriety test, or submitting a test with inconclusive or substance-positiv...
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	1400-09 [1.5.G.11] Parole Absconder Management (10.01.2023)
	I. POLICY
	II. PURPOSE
	III. DEFINITIONS
	Absconder:
	Absconder Apprehension Unit (AAU):
	Attempt to Locate (ATL):
	High Risk Offender:
	Standard Supervision Offender:

	IV PROCEDURES
	1. Attempt to Locate, Violation Report, and Warrant Request for Standard Supervision Offenders:
	A. The ATL status is not required for the issuance of a warrant.
	B. Any time a parole agent or supervisor has indication that an offender has absconded supervision, the parole agent will place the offender on Attempt to Locate (ATL) status by activating the ATL alert in COMS. By doing so, this allows for an automat...
	C. When an ATL is issued, the parole agent may distribute the ATL posters and/or a parole detainer to local law enforcement; including any Fugitive Task Force(s) (if applicable), law enforcement from the offender’s county of conviction, and contacts w...
	D. The supervising parole agent or supervisor will attempt to locate the offender to determine if the offender has absconded supervision or is avoiding contact with the agent. The parole agent or supervisor will search for the offender on ATL status f...
	E. All attempts to locate an offender and any related information will be documented by the agent on the Parole Absconder Checklist (see attachment #1) and in contact logs of Comprehensive Offender Management System (COMS).

	2. Attempt to Locate, Violation Report, and Warrant Request for High-Risk Offenders:
	A. If a high-risk offender has absconded, the parole agent will immediately notify the regional supervisor or the associate director of Parole. An ATL poster and detainer will be immediately distributed to local law enforcement and the DOC Fusion Cent...
	B. The agent will send a booking summary and narrative to the regional supervisor, director of Parole, and associate director of Parole to be forwarded to DOC senior staff.
	C. The warrant will be requested the same day and immediately issued upon approval of the Board Chair.
	D. A major incident report will be completed according to DOC policy (100-03 – Staff Reporting Information to DOC Administration and Office of Risk Management).
	E. The public information officer (PIO) at the direction of the secretary of corrections (SOC) may issue a media advisory and provide certain information about the high-risk absconder to the public.

	3. Following the Issuance of a Warrant:
	A. Upon approval of the warrant by the chair of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, email notification will be generated by parole board staff authorized to issue the warrant. The email will be sent to the supervising parole agent advising a warrant has...
	B. Parole agents will continue to contact known family, friends, present or recent employers, and law enforcement contacts to ensure individuals are aware a warrant has been issued for the offender and to gather any additional information from those c...
	C. Designated Parole staff will email an updated listing of current absconders weekly to designated DOC staff, law enforcement agencies, government agencies, and other interested parties, ensuring the most current information regarding the status of t...
	D. The parole board office staff and central records staff will ensure the South Dakota State Penitentiary control room has an absconder packet for each absconder and that the warrant of arrest is listed on the NCIC database.
	E. Upon the issuance of a warrant of arrest for an absconder, designated Parole Board office staff will send notification to law enforcement in both the county the offender absconded from and the county of conviction. These agencies may disseminate th...

	4. Supervising and Managing an Absconder Case:
	A. Following the issuance of the warrant, the supervising parole agent will retain primary supervision of the absconder case.
	B. The following minimum contact requirements apply to parole agents supervising an absconder case:
	C. Parole agents can utilize social media sites to identify and establish potential leads to locate absconders. Staff’s use of social media will be consistent with the rules contained in DOC policy.
	D. Parole agents, as part of, or in addition to, the required investigatory contacts, may contact the absconder’s family, friends, or law enforcement where the absconder was originally sentenced, and/or the absconder’s last known residence or other fr...
	E. The AAU is available to parole staff attempting to locate absconders. They can also assist in locating offenders listed as ATL when information is received about possible whereabouts.

	5. Absconders Placed into Custody and returning to SD DOC:
	A. The South Dakota State Penitentiary control room, directly following contact by the holding/arresting jurisdiction or SD State Radio, will contact the parole agent by email and provide contact information for the contact person in the holding/arres...
	B. The supervising parole agent will report the custody/detainment to the regional supervisor.
	C. Following notification of the absconder’s placement into custody, the supervising parole agent will contact the holding/arresting jurisdiction no later than the following business day to confirm the hold/arrest and ensure the holding agency has the...
	D. The agent will continue to make follow-up contact with the holding/arresting jurisdiction and document any transfers of the absconder between agencies, ensuring the proper paperwork is obtained by all agencies.
	E. The following task(s) will be completed in the COMS database when the absconder placed in custody:
	F. Following notification by the arresting/holding jurisdiction to the parole agent that the absconder will be released from custody, the parole agent will notify offender services to assist in arranging transportation to return the absconder to DOC c...
	G. In the event the absconder is placed into custody in another state jurisdiction and refuses to waive extradition, and/or the holding agency’s jurisdiction will not honor South Dakota’s pre-signed waiver of extradition, the regional supervisor will ...

	6. Absconders in Custody with New Conviction - Out-of-State:
	A. Following notification to the parole agent that an absconder is in custody, and new charges are pending, or the absconder has received a new conviction requiring an extended stay in custody (usually in another state), the parole agent will transfer...
	B. Parole agents will notify designated Parole administrative staff prior to transferring the case and provide necessary information and notice of the forthcoming transfer.

	7. Absconders Returned to a SD DOC Facility:
	A. Once an absconder has been returned to a SD DOC facility, the parole agent will complete the following tasks:
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	1400-10 [1.5.G.12] Offender Compassionate Parole (04.01.2024)
	I. POLICY
	II. PURPOSE
	III. DEFINITIONS
	Compassionate Parole:

	IV. PROCEDURES
	1. Referral:
	A. The secretary of corrections (SOC) may consider the referral of an offender for compassionate parole from clinical services or the warden.
	B. A referral for compassionate parole consideration shall specify the provision of eligibility under which the offender is referred, and include a release plan that includes provisions, a payment plan for medical care, and the information outlined in...
	C. If, after review of the referral, the SOC determines the offender meets the criteria for compassionate parole, as set forth in this policy and SDCL, the SOC will review other information about the offender, such as the offender’s release plan, book...
	D. Upon referral of the offender by the SOC, the Board of Pardons and Paroles shall schedule the offender for a discretionary compassionate parole hearing with the board immediately upon receipt of referral.

	2. Eligibility:
	A. Offenders who meet the following criteria may be considered for compassionate parole:
	B. If the offender meets the eligibility requirements of a medically indigent person under the provisions of SDCL, the offender is not eligible for release on compassionate parole.
	C. The offender's release plan must ensure the offender's health care expenses will be paid, either by the offender or a third-party payer, which shall include Medicare, Medicaid, Indian Health Service (IHS), veteran's assistance, or private insurance.
	D. An offender is ineligible for compassionate parole once he/she reaches their parole eligibility date, pursuant to SDCL, or initial parole date. However, if an offender previously referred by the secretary for compassionate parole continues to meet ...
	E. If, at any time, the offender no longer meets the criteria for compassionate parole, as set forth in this policy, the  warden shall notify the SOC. The SOC may remove the offender from compassionate parole consideration.
	F. Offenders released on compassionate parole, who are compliant with the terms of their supervision, as determined by Parole Services, who no longer meet the criteria for compassionate release, are not subject to revocation of their release to compas...
	G. Nothing in SDCL or its application may be the basis for establishing a constitutionally protected liberty, property, or due process interest in any offender. An offender is not entitled to compassionate parole or to be considered for compassionate ...
	H. Nothing in this policy or SDCL or its application, impacts the ability of the SOC to place an offender on extension of confinement, or to place an offender on extension of confinement pending release to compassionate parole or consideration for com...

	3. Supervision and Revocation:
	A. An offender granted compassionate parole is subject to the provisions of SDCL, including the provisions related to supervision, early final discharge, and revocation of parole, so far as those provisions are consistent with SDCL.
	B. Any offender released on compassionate parole shall be compliant with medical care and maintain responsibility for health care expenses through self-pay or third-party payer.
	C. An offender on parole through a compassionate parole release is ineligible for earned discharge credits.
	D. If an offender on compassionate parole release has their parole revoked, a subsequent consideration of compassionate parole by the Board on the offender’s same sentence requires a new referral from the SOC.
	E. When a parolee on compassionate parole release reaches their initial parole date or their parole eligibility date, and is paroled, the parolee is subject to all conditions of their parole, as set by the supervising parole agent.
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